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UNIVERSE vs. SPOOKS 



Affirmarive Argument ofjthe Non-Ex- 
istence of a God aiMlFuUire 
life 



EXPQSITION OF tHE PR|mCIPLE3 OF 
THE MATfiRIALIST A59CIATiON 



(By I'roBideiil Olto Wellsteiu, S. S.) 

~''ln diiMUiidng anytbiiig the wt-iglit 
of reasoning, and not of authoiiiy, 
sbuuld be sought, Hinci- the authority, 
of those wlio prologs to teach is, on 
the whole, u hindrance to tk)se who 
wish to karu. For tlie latter case to 
tnuA «9oa tiMir own JvdgmMit, and 
Uk» for gnwM llw Maduioiu of 

tbOM IB wlMm thar OMflte"— Cicero. 

••The test of Truth is Heason, ii-.t 
Faith; for to the court of Reason 
must be submitted even the claims of 
Faith." — Ambrose Bieiic. 

"People are not I'luiverleil in 
Atheism, because who 
eonvinead in an hour that he has be. n 
• fool ftU hia Ufet"— Grier Kidder. 
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Thiist what^ 
know. 
When the 1 



iiid the delicate 

^t beliayas wh»t ev- 
or may know — the 

>body knows or can 

! the 

)'iiiinii ,,f iiiiirganii- 
■il organic forms — 
this to oell or in- 
have explained life. 
II iKta^slied facts of evolu- 

~ .vur- the 

;ids lliat 



topla.sn, 



'i'lie Tlieist 
l)il)lo and in G 
••!hf I^.nl 
,h St of th 
to his nostril 



"Heaso 



i the light 




mind, llir ever constant 
star, th. monutain peak ih 
self above all clou.ls. 

Some seek the bel 
forms t« their 
comfort. 

Materialists si 
.JtirniU. ntKiudiuss of 

|',,,| iii'ic io cnciuire what we 
\MMiM pn ici, what is Iruthf" 

Thr conllicl 1) iwffn science and 
tlicisni (inclndiny: spiritism) is a eon- 
test bft Weill reality and mystery; be- 
tween fact and Action; between an 
inunutable ettrnal- order parvadinu 
nam re, and caprice of miraele; be- 
iwieii everything and spooks. 

Materialism is the science of all 



or whatf Tsn't it dbont time the S. 
V. R. WDiild tell lis whaf disembodied 

mortals are made oft 

I'livsioloyrists and medical men 
K\()\V I hilt ..very bone, muscle, or- 
Linn. artery iirid nerve is a necessity 
Io I Hp life of a perfect man. This 
l>liysical structure IS the man; then 
liow can we believe man can snrvive 
ils destructionT We cannot even 
think of .souls or spirits without first 
investing them with physiciil stinc: 
lire and material ilry -u'l ods. 

Hero spookists insists in reply that 



:eilhcr 



•ibir potentiality." 
Hut there is no amiloiry betwcn an In- 
organic force or fluid like electricity 
and organic spirit forms — the coun 
terpart of man and women. If not 
thia — if transformed into gas, air or 
eleetrieity — how can we again meet 
beloved dead and hope to retain 
our own identity? 

Sonlfl or lyirita moit ps s s e s a the 
form and two/Mom of aun,— there 
an- noiiel But aueh forms and finK- 
lions necessitate organic structure- - 



a man is disinl rejjrrati d and the eon- 
stituents of his body have been ab- 
sorbed by inumerable other forms. 
•I^hen we eonaume a fowl and a 

dog siva'lows the bones we know that 
tile 11(1 iif that particnlnr fowl. As 
e hi ll is no m<ire when eaten, so 
B nil' no iiiore when eremated. 
And all is well! 
KmOrange, Illinoia. 
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unthinkable. 

Io priivc Iheii' 
Iraveme an inHi 
of him." I do 
him— ha hu to 



!, brain, etc. In tin 



not 



I to aana to me! If li 
»0rto me, this alon 



proves there ia no such a J)«ng, be 

cause the primal attribute of "Dei 
ly" niMst be omnipresence. If then. 



■ the 



svini.-rs Miinisni. I 

A>iri.n'.iuv,' " l>syi-hnS.-y, I'hreno 
and others, a'l niii>l br rias.-ilie. 
der the head of M^ih i ialiMu. I 
confine our bi'lirf -in. ily to wlia 
KNOW, to fans, iriilh nnd m 
we can rationally infer, liien w,- 
Maleriulists. 



Pbys 



■•Matei 



alisii 



.l.li 



distinctioi 
t. but als 



why --Mn 



Thai 

nism" is objiHilionable — it mijrbl ini 
|ilv all if (ioA, all is spirit, all is miml 
or other sups-rstitions. "Matennl 
ism" defines itself. — "Monism' 
leaves the n .vice in doubt. 

Materialism rediici's the inysterie!^ 
of nature and life Io ih ir minimum. 
Theism vastly augments the probleir 
beyond hope of Bnal solution. fin 
myateriea of nature are grent. ih 
mysteriis of a God and spirits m 
(biitely preater. 

Materialism explains everythin:.: 
uli'o li has been, can and will be ex- 



law, urowlb, 
eess, etc.. f 
analonieaUy, 
'Hieism expla 
ling wonderful 



phe, 



potencies 



The 



lately rtvaaled to us by seience. 
conftrm the truth that we must e, 
tinne to seek in matter I be s 



platfni 



ALL 

li/.e the I 



of Mai-i 



Tin 



. abMi 



infantile 
;. miracles and spooks, 
infinite aggregate of eosmic 
ena necissitntes infinite 



rodn. 



the 



(the 



. bi« !■ 



Tin- 



and then argument 
eauaea must exist in, or rallier .UiK 
THB llAfTBR which ejinstitnies the 
phenomena. Seience recognizes no 
eitranooua toreea, agents, artificers, 
fo4a or a «OfMt Dymmia" hovenngi 
aMnad Md sMipahktbc tuttm by 



bieatlied in- 
tbe breath of life; 

living .soul. ' ' And 
ly insists that intel- 
>nien, familiar with 
facts of astronomy 
pi ; and delicats organ- 
- ' •■ i. the infan- 
rw thonsan.l 

an.le-.eent b-.di.s 
ivable ve! iciiy 
Ibron^'b boil nlil|jte expanse, walking 

a mature man out of dust — anatomy, 
llesh and blood, nervona and circu- 
latory system, organs, brain, hair. 

leolli and all! I can only say with 



lelt;,- 



. the 



' that 



■•• is nowhe 



••Wli, 



Astronomy is radically materia'is- 
tic. No honest man can be familiar 
with the facts of nature, reveal d by 
astronomy, an.l remain a Tbeist or 
spirilist.' We KNOW there is m. 
I Mill <in ..iir earth, over llie earlli. 



-.S.OIMl.HOit.lMIU , f n i'es away. We ■ 
KNOW these colossal Itery bodies,.! 
•ind countless millions others, all 
swee[Mng with inconceivable velocity 
within their orbits, make life of any 
kind absolutely impossib'e within in- 1 
-.tel'ar space. "This kn..wled'_'e. ihes,' 
n,els -rolioraled bv all the iistron- 



wilh b,.tli?l spiril-wi.rhls an.l 
spheres-also Brother Maddoek's 
Great Dynamia"— to obli%-ion. 
Theists erttirely ignore the well 

known facts of nature— that life pri- 



To bi 

and in spite of our knnwhilLre that 
life is impossible amoni: suns ami 
planets, is to pr^istitute im inti llee 
and to believe in an infiiiiir spook. 

••We KNOW the snpernaliiral ,loes 
■ii:l evisl.-' sai.l ('..'. Iii.^ersoll in bis 
las! -rem leciiiiv ••What Is Relig- 
ion Ci.neeili.r^ thai lie did "not 
kn. w" in the lai ly yea-s of bis bril- 
liant career, be boldly and honestly 
rejected the timid attitude of an Ag- 
nostic, 'Hfiet more analytical reaeirreh 
in the domain of sdenee, and taeidly 
bnt nneqiriv«eally plaeed himself be- 
fore the world as a radical and ag- 
L'ressive Materialist. 

On the liiifhway of r.Ms n- in the 
••v.diition of religimis tlioiiglit— th.n- 
is no stopping place between Roman 
ism and seientiflo Materialism. The 
Agnostic should not be an Agnostic 
REPAUSE HE IS AX AONOSTK^ 



Hp r 



?ps the fun 



mony of the bible as conclusive, wha 
evidence have you of God's existenci 
and man's immortalityT" Bnt thi 

bible stories our Agnostic friend can- 



Thel 



ml I 



s him 
of facts 



..f sii-es and Ihiiikers he may revel in 

and aidinv' per-ioiial'v in the ^'rainbs 
. f all work- that of ^olvimr the irr at 
riddle of existence ami life. If In 
persists in this noble work he wil 
inevitably join the vmigiiard of mod 



,ns fin 



thoiichl-tbe 



Mai 



ist As.;.. 



h. lite 
Uilhlll 



•mil t 



II' a 



od • 



■ntiiiitely exi 
"•'uamis" were introduced among 
thiH vast infinite system of soarin'-', 
burning cosmic bodies, these spooks 
would be iiislMiilly lorn | i fragments 



We allh-m: Thrr,. is (io,l and 
eternal 'ife for the individual. Tlicr 
ia abaolutely no evidenee to prov. 
these vagaries. We deny as we d. 
Mother floose or the devil, becniise 
child'sb fabi . We KNOW Ibere i- 



od !< 



the 



from this 
worlds, re 



reach olhei 
1 heaven (if 



there is one, etc.: " Beyond our lit 
mosphere life is inipo.ssib'e. At a 
lieighth of even five miles the pulse 
rate increases, heart aetion irregular, 

secretions diminish, while evapora- 



i.llice 



••(ir 



Dyiian 



r that 



r Ih • 



of be 



edin- of Ihe 
>g unable to 



legs ami arms. At six miles nncoii- 
scioiisiies> ensues and Ihe iieroimiil, 
unless i|uickly restored to normal at- 
mospheric conditions expires." 

Spiritists likewise ignore Ihe pro-n- 
inent fact of nature that all organic 
forms are I ransient,- - begin ami end 

are biTii ami die. \v\ Ihey beli.'Ve 
that all th. .I..I.I llh..i-li the e. .1,-11 

and absorbed by other forms) are still ; 
alive, duplieate men and women with- \ 
oat (Ayiieal bodiaa, iMula of nothing, 



•'Heavenly Father," etc.. etc., to lit 
tie "Billiken" you can buy for a 
nickel in the stores— but all alike are 

idiildish cone pt ions, phantoms, 
jeetnres, idols ami SPOOKS. 

We KNOW ih.Mv i^ n . future 
if We e..nsider than, his life and 
.lealh. as we c.nsider all other self- 
evidnl every day facts of nature 
There is no mystery about it what 
ever. Death is precisely what it ai> 
pears to he— -the iljsintcgratiou ami 
end of the individual. We know thai 
th^ origin and birth of hia bodv was 
his bcginnin- We know if bis par- 
ents bad never n.aled he woiihl m l 
II. .u eM,l. He knows his phwica' 
l>,.dy u the man and llie man is hi- 
physioal bod.v. He is born and die.* 
like tha lower aninutla— be ia an an- 
inutl. Ha knowa akaolntaly notUng 



of bis "soul" or "spirit" only as 
psychical process or function of bis 

complex, living, physical structure. 



mself 



all. . 



,i.|.- 



of Ihe Book of fiei 



lying ••I 

I., tell 1 



1 the bogi 



i .111'.; was. He says thai li.irbt 

'I.'; I .'11 the lirst day; also 

Im irth; that Ibrre whole days 
1 hy u iihoiit either tlie heat, light 
i-iii^^ or setting of ihe sun. He 
that the earth after creation 
•'without form and void," How 
lilt for an inspired contradiction? 
-ays that Iw,. female- had to he 
t .1 het.-re a pn.ireny was started 



HUMAN APPECTION 



The Handmaid of Reason, and Love, 
the Inspiration, Which LeaJs to 
Hopes of Another Life 



. p.. Wilson, M. D.J 



before 
before 



r.ll n 



II the 



i'lls lis that Ihe 
rid \ 



I the Lo 



) the V 

his br 
stead of pun- 
him for the act. protects him 
by put I ilia; a mark upon him, 
ny should kill him. No wonder 
easy ; 



i-.ls 



but lells lis that Adai 



II the ( 



•Men. Then while 
•j-eation would have been the great- 
est of plenty, he destroys both the 
and truth of the first account 

derlakiiig to give 



rsl 1 



only reli..:ioii- till, purple lilV of life. 

Il is the religion of humanity; 
>preading itself, naturally, toward the 
many, harmonizing, s.iftening the 
savage nature and niakiiii.' men be- 
come humane and charitable. 
Love is the Burden of all of Nature's 
Odes. 

It is heard in the song ..f Ihe awak- 
enim; birds, when the sunlight smites 
the W.I.. lis with fire, and they strain 
I lien warbling throats t.. record their, 
hymii>, ami eiiant I heir eaio's blest. 1 
It is heiu-d in the »il,l feet of the 
eltin win.l. dancing and prancing mid 
the forest boughs; in the f n t and fall 
of the millstream, as o'er bar and 
bank it brawls in boisterous glee; in 
the gale which curls the lake's bright 
li]is, and lifts a deeper, purer water 
to the light; in tbe purl and splash 
of the rivulet, speeding, sparkling 
lliniiigh dark woodlands, as if a 
naid's silvery feet glanced through 
the star beams on a calm summer 
ni^jhl ; in tlu marriage of the flowers 
which spot the meadows and fringe 
the brookside with strands of dia- 
monds and of pearls; in the sighing 
winds, when summer has exchanged 
,1,.,, her robes ,,f ..rrcen. and arrayed In r- 



deatb ends all. All around me too I 
see progression, endless, eternal pro- 
gression, and from this observation, I 
am liil to wish that the progression 
began in me, will be endleaa, atanutl 
progression. 

The idea of extinction is not pleaa- 
in;: t.i me. The ilesire for extinction 
is iiiiiiat ural, abnormal in anybody of 
healthy digestion and loving nature; 
in any one, to whom tha r^nrad air 
is ringing with earth's musiis. 



"Aye, but t 



To lie 
This se 
A kiiei 



e kni)^ 



lelifjhted 



the female 
sixth day. 

irden of 



ml I 



■ the 



il.l an.l |. 



spirit ; 

Tu bathe in liery Hoods; or to reside 
111 thrilling region of thick-ribbed iee; 
To be imfttisoned in tba viawlaaa 
winda 

And blown with restless violence 
Round almiit the pendant world." 

The ilnmorlal bar.l .-.xpiessed my 
f. clings. ••It is not pleasant to me to 
Contemplate extinction — to rot and to 
be imprisoned in the viewless winds." 
There is no consummation in sueh a 
bange. There is no inspiring objeet 
n it. Nature, which is ever nnfolding 
mystery upon mystery, wbieh ia witb- 
limitati.ms, can manifest her su- 
laey. ..Illy in the aeeoinplishmeni 



ings e 



he has 



. I In- 



all the 



I, and then brought before him d and bend in the autninn blaze; 
to see what he would call them. This i in 'be moannig blast, wh. ii winter 
writer tells ns that G. d ended his | « hist les Ibnuigh numb tii.uers, and 
n.irk on the seventh day, and that drowsy snow blows in great drifts 
■ ill is the first perscni spoken of as tbe flowers; in tba eraekle of 

im.'. Several times in the flre and tha roar of the ebimney 



iiig a 



repe 



Bible (lod is spoken of 
il doiiii; t!iin":s that he was si>rry 
■, and llieii repenting for them. He 
leiits haviiej; made man on tbe 
■th. We have often wondered to 
at thron? God went to do his re- 
iting. This writer also says that 
all was the first man to be found 
ink, and that Abraham was the 
■.\ II. lie all.. Ill Wi- wit'.', and that 
I was Ihe tirst |.|iai-i'd with the 
ire of incest. He says lhat Ood 
5 made freiineiit visits to this earth 
1 that he timk two men to heaven 
ve. He a'so says that he was at 
; time made a god and supplied 
prophet. 



—in the merriment of the hearth, 

around which fireside affccti. 
purely bl. n.l, as a el.uidless bli 
with the lisp .,f babe, in the I 



This V 
;„..li , 



must have written the 
altogether from 
't find the reconl 
e r.Mcli the Book 
..111,! the Lord or 



i-hfer 



Sflee, in s.mg ..f plon.jh-bi.v. in the 
.symphony of tbe eoiii|u.ser. ill the 
hum of imliistry, in the tramp of pro- 
gress, in the cadence of night winds, 
in the athem of the cataract, in the 
d «p water, in the high air, and in 
the bowels of the earth, Love is the 
condition and employment of all 

Love is first. l..ve is hist. love'T 
best, love directs education ami 



Nati: 



i-s eb-.i 



nd all he 



r snblii 



■fhen 



; .Ii'flferson 
i.annseript 

ink ab..nt <1 



inc • remarked 
not worthy the 

t w.irlh reading. 
. Bible. 



writer, but the trntli is n.. man 
prove that he ev;r wrote a wori 
them. He must have been a pr 
smart chap whoever be was, for w 
he comes to close his last boo 



Ihe I 
I fnncr 



of his 



himself, iri 
his death it 
living; and i 
fellow to do thai. 



nd buria 



her softest lights, her sweles 
■loiinds, her lovelist forms, in him un- 
ite to found a habitation and a home, 
and so to live at paaaa with all the 

.'orM. 



By II 



1 the 



by sex a'one, bm that 
higher emoli..ns. which brings not on- 
ly individuals, but all the human fam- 
ily together in ties of fellowship and 
en end; which inspires friendship, 
ei.nli.l nee and a union of interes's 
which leads the strong to help 111.' 
weak: which tames the wild nature in 
man. by the all powerful might of 
biauty. harmony and necessity. Ev- 
ery tiling beautiful in nature — form, 
cobir. sound, light, all contribute to 
:bes.> civilizing and gracious ends. 



This 



i Ion 



Your- truly. 
JOEL M. BERRY 



b'o pro8|H<cti' 

would make 
I Ilia' ve ask 
••PI, 



Nat To B« Wtftaf. 

ntlenuin lying on his death- 
I <|iu'stioiud bv his inconsola- 
e widow. "Poor Mike," 
there aiiiiytliing that 



i-omfor 



-l)!e: 



r n 



. Uli.' 



ipi.ndc.l 



"Arrah, go on." rispoiulcd Brid 
get. "Divil a bit of that bam ye 'II 
gat. Tia for Um wake." 



to 'bw|iieatli 
the generation 
love of justice 



lo battle 

which actuates, leads and con 
nun to higher things. 

It is love which immortalizes 
ills, which leads man to hope t.. 
again; and as long as man loves, that 
hope will live. 

Because I love, I hope to live again. 
I want to live again. TUa ia a nor- 
mal desire, and juat aa Mtatal as the 



itelleciiial purpose in 
accomplishment. Na- 
me, if she stops short 



of Ingersoll. 



1 I 



anything 

. philosophy, no sublime purpose, no 

preme aceomplisluuant. 

Much rest is weariaome. Oive me 

tion— give me contention, give me 

e storm and the tempest always in 
•eferenec to the "swtet rest" of ex- 
tinction. If Nature had a purpose in 
rganization, her purpose 



thwarted if she docf 



.pii 



t she took the 



extend till- 
■ouble t,, 



.'itiu 



for iin other purpose, 1 want to 
again, led by the eurioaity to see 
tilings turn out. Thar* 'a aoma- 

: in this; but t4i dio and dip im- 
aiely intn eerb reaii darkness— 
■'> mithiiiLT in that I., the credit 
at lire ..r (i.id. The healthy 
believe it, but no healthy 
iiind that loves, ean wiah 
true, and I think oftan 



bill t 



me it ia not an at- 



e truth. 

want to live again, I want to 
v things turn ou'. I feel that 
list beginning to grow. I shall 

1 aceoniplish sonn thing 



I I die. 
nil I 



mt t 



I want the same for all others es- 
pecially f.ir Ihe ii-iioraiir, the sulTer- 
11I-. the d formed, the vicious, the de- 
|iraved, and all the helpless of earth. 

I want to see every floweret of hu- 
manity, nipiwd, like Highland Mary, 
"by death's untimely frost," bud 
and blossom into full end fragrant 
being. 

1 want ... -IV ih..-e yniithfiil -en- 
i.i-is. llyp.ni.i, liurns. Hyroii, Shelley, 
ll.ine, Keats, I^ie and May Collins 
reen kindle and scintillate in tha erya- 
talline spheres. 

I want to see those who have 
ilieamcd i;lori..iis dreams of the good 
they wi.ul.l .1.. if th.-y .iily had the 



. br..l 



, |.|„, 



t to fr 



I'd. 



I the 

martyr. I want to so;' the freedom 
eageii s.nil, which sighed the sad 
hours heavily away, through long 
years of dungeon gloom, pM* «on> 
scions through the bars -of daath to 
delirious liberty. 
I wart to see the I 



All around ma I aaa riinngr, ever- 
lasting, atamal ehanga^ nad I am led I the poraaautor, wharo all thiiifi an 
erom this olMmtioa t« hatteva that' "^^ ' 
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tb» l»lMt« ttruak & popoiu oord lu 
Um rvdoetion ot iu pnoe to one duiiui 
A yMur. It ia tbe purpose uf tlie pub 
lialMr to mike the BluU^ a great pup- 
uJ«r papw, and tu Uu tUi:> we uuvc 
I>1MM tba price witliiu the reach uX 
alL in Uiis eonnaeuou we wish tu au- 
nounM that paymant on baak sub- 
Miriptiuus will be received at llit 
same rale. iUe addre.iti tub uu llie 

■ bubbcipuuii liu., btci. iMia. iii rem 
tiug fur back bubsciipliuiis ui rtiie 
aia, credit wiU be giveu at tke it 
of one dollar per year. And bear 
mind, you can do aomc good luisiiii 
aiy work by saDding the Blade to t 
of your frianda for ona yaar for tlve 



Wa have been flghting against tiiue 
in tha offlea of tha Blade lur lije past 
month. Wa ar« calendar makers uu a 
large aaala, and tha yeneral busiuess 
proaparity haa tandad to awamp the 
offiaa with work of thia kind. As is 
well known this wurk must be cum- 
pleted before the lirsi of January. 
Consequently thu Bliiiie has suilered 
sume Utile by bAng a day or iwi 
behind in its appearance. The lirs 
of January ia here now, however; ih 
ealandar work is all done, and ther< 
seems to be no reason why the Blade 
should not make its weekly visits 
promptly and regularly. We i 
some bright promises of articles 1 
friends of the old days, of articles 
that wU plaaa tha Blade where U ba- 
loBfa-ia tka front nuk of pnUiaa- 
tiona of ita kind. 



We have raeeived a number of let- 
ters from frianda ealling oar atten- 
tion to the fact that certain scurri- 
lous circulars altaekiiig ihe Blade and 
accusing the piiblLshtr of duplicity 
have recently been sent through the 
mails, and asking why we do not re- 
to tham. We have not aeen tbtsL 
eiieulara, know Httia of tkeir con- 
tents and of course cannot reply. The 
one hiiniorous thing of this avalanche 
„r l,illn,-s-iitc i^ Ihiil Ihe lat.' rdilor- 
ial wnl,i-'..t ihc lila.l,- nccivud the 
munihceut salary of si.\ dollars per 
week. In looking over our books 
we find that just four times that 
amount waa handed him every Sat- 
urday ni^t, and our books are open 



to any one else who cares to look. He 
was a man of aome talent — too 
talent to place upon the market at a 
.lollur a day. We hear a preat deal 
now iibniit peace i.n lartli ami good 
will lo men. Wi' desire peace, and 
cnterlaiii for all men good will. Our 
e.xi>erience haa been, and p«'rhBi)s 
\oiii-8 haa, that the backbiter answ ers 
himself. TW. he ia aure 

' ' A tangled ««b to weave 

When he attempts 



We Inup entirely to.) much CO^- 
(lence in the American love of fair 
play— the American idea of a square 
deal — to loae mueh sleep over under- 
hand methoda to deatroy us. On the 
streets at night we are apt to keep 
a lookout for the foot -pad and the 
liidd-up man; but safe in our ollici 
or home, attacks fmni pmlrv of thii 
kind are powerless. 

One thin- Voi. will notice, with J 
big N, is that the Hlade ^s goiug right 
along from week to week; that it did 
not die on December 12i.h. In court, 
falae in one partiealar, fklae in ail; 
ao in aU waiki of Ufa. 



We 



.lay 



e pleasantly surprised i 



ulUcer iu the American i\a 

Aaaoeiation. He atated hi 

had received a number of circular let 
ters, the liiat announcing the death 
of the Blade, another denying the ac- 



recenily piitjlished m couueclion with 
the pai>cr. Alter going carefully ov i 
the books with us, and making somi 
inquiries on his own account, he an- 
baying "you continue juy subscnp- 
and said you continue my subecrip- 
tiou to the Blade. ' ' We were glad to 
receive this visit, and would be glad 
to receive others from Freethinkers 
,who should happen to be iu the vicin- 
ity. Our subscribers are our friends. 
\\ e have no secrets from them. We 
are always pleased tu show them 
through the plant, to show than 
books and extend them a toneh of the 
genuine article of true Kantueky hos- 
pitality. 



One must read theae long winter 
evenings. "Dog Fennel in the Or- 
ient " by the laU Ckarlea C. Moore, 
and "A Trip to Borne" by Dr. J. 
Wilson are two booka that combine 
all that is amuaing, entertaining and 
instructive. They are both for aale 
at the ottice of the Blade. Price $1.25 



We have always said that the great 
fight of the future wil be betwen 
CathoUcism and Freethought. Prot 
estaiitism is an illogical compromisi 
an impossible reconciliation of faith 
and rea.soii, and is therefore but t 
jmrary. It has l> imi breaking up e 



I tirst 



rd. 



mgncss, and at lust we get the New 
Theology, which is really nothing but 
Deism ondar the goiae of Chriatian- 

ity. The Catholic Church, however, 

holds on to the old dogmas and the 
old worship. It makes no couces.sions 
to the modeiii spirit. And it thus 
satisfies all those to whom the mod- 
ern spirit is alien and hateful. That, 
indeed, is the main secret of its 
strength. It really represents the 
past, — with all its supftrstitions and 
traditions. Hecognizing, then, as we 
(III. thai the Catholic Church is the 
great and liual enemy of Freethought, 
we still propose to stand by our own 
principles in fighting it. Our worst 
temptation is the temptation to re- 
sort to our enemy's tactics. The 
Cutholie Church Ilea and falsifies,— 
but we mast not; the Catholic Church 
persecutes — but we must not; the 
Cath.dic Cbu.el, ,m 



I Cai 



e f<,t 



Ferrer, we should be 
false to our own ideas; and what is 
the use of winning in a war only to 
find in the hour of victory that you 
ha\e lost all lluit you started fighting 
t\,i ! Whai I- llu- lis,, of ic-aehing the 



Ho\ 



you 



wrong pr 

triumphed over the enemies of liber- 
ty and liglil if y.ui have adopted all 
thiir vices in the course of the strug- 
gle f— London Freethinker. 



Kind Words from an Old Subscriber. 

SHII/tH. <)., |>ee. IH .lames K. 
Hughes, I'ublislu'r: Dear Brother in 
Freethought: Your letter came to 
hand yeaterday, and am very, VERY 
glad to know that YOU are going to 
keip The Blade running. Yours frut- 
erually.— <'II.\S. R. KIMBERLV. 



Keep The Blade Going. 

SHILGH. O., Dec. 13.— Jas. K. 
Hughes, proprietor of Blue (irass 
Blade: Dear Freethought Brothe. : 
We want C. C. Moore's paper to live, 
and don't you disix)se of it as long 
as it is oil a paving basis; but sell 
it if you doii'i want it. Dfln 't under- 
take to kill it,— you might fail. Yours 
aHmatly.-CHAS. B. KIMBSBLT. 



Hvffr Bceattvd AzIMa. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Dee. 13, 

-Editor Bind": Late in August last! 

niailrd lo The Blade my .12nd ai ti- ! 
le of the series enlilled. "The Histo-i 
y of Religion." 1 write to ask; 
vlicllier y<in received it? and if so,' 
vhclhcr you intend to publish it T If | 
1 lo know, ns i may oflEer it 



to other publishers; and 
case 1 shBii not find it i 
renew the subscription^ m 
been paying for othn i 
which will soon PNpMv. 
ago, I was asked bv Mr 
write frequently \'<>v I In' 



1 that 



lihiile. 



lii-lit I ha' 



the little pniier nnist soon be discon- 
tinued, Mr. Geo. Vale, Mrs. Vale, Uri- 
ah Kmith, D. D., Dr. Wilson, Mra. 

Heniy and a very few other writers 
besides niysidf siislaiucd it until it 



lablisllr 



Til 



•III 



whom 1 can help iu the right way. 
Please answer through The Blade. 
Yoara reapeetfally.— RU8AN J. 
PECK. 



Kind Words from People's PreH. 

ClIICACO. Comrade Hughes: If 
cm licl)) you ill the \\s\y of notices 
irass Blitde going. 



lie km 



help. 



W.' 



ily— J. 



iisr, so keep it going if you 
eii if you have to cut down the 
id expense, same as People's 

Let me hear from you. Heart- 

B. LENAU. 



Stuck on New Size. 

CANNON FALLS. 1 )ee. 21 . - Friend 
.las. K. Unfiles: K',.,-,.ived the Bladj 
yesterday in Ihe new shupt. Vou say 
you want letters from your subscri'j- 
ers, ao here goea: I am 77 years old 
and am very iwoud <rf the faet; it 
enables me to shove off the modesty, 
— that false iiiodcsly that is put on 



glad to get my eontribntiona. So 
hoping yon may not feel aggrieved at 

my wishing to see fair plav. I fim 

yoius truly. .TOET, M. MERRY. 

Likes the New Blade. 
SVCAMORK. K.\NS.. Hoe. 22nd.— 
.las. K. Hughes, Ed. Blue nrass Blade. 
Lexington, Ky. : Dear Sir: The Blade 
of the lOlh is at hand, and I am 
proud lo say it is ihe best number to 
my notion that has bcoii put out for 
some lime. T note that it has put on 
its ol.l ,.l,.tlie« airain. I like it. It 
looks o-o.xl to me. .\n.l ihe placing of 
I'.intlioi- C. C. MooiT-s plinto at the 
licail of ilic editorial column is very 
timily and a fitting recognition, in a 
nicnsure, of the good that Bro. Moore 
did for humanity while living. While 
T did not agree with Bro, Moore on 
liis capitalistic views (as T am a So- 
ciiilisl). yet 1 admire liiiii for Ids 

was my kind of a man. lie -av, veul 
to his h<mest thoiifilils, and in a man- 
ner that could easily be understood. 
Oil all important questions <if govern- 
ment, or the rights of the people, he 
was frank and outapokeu, and ag- 
gressive — ^just the right kind of a 
man for a leader. He was built of 
the kin.l of material that does thiiii;s. 
lie had the c.iiiiage ol' his couviel- 
loiis, and laced death as "Oiic who 
wraps the drapery uf his couch about 
him and liaa down to pleasant 
dreams." I remain youn tmly.— 
J. F. AiAYO. 



feriea, 612 Anael Road, and ahall re 
eall yunr words an given in The 

Blnde. and shall rp.iniee Ut know tlmt 
..M nil sides of the globe men and 

was the world, and whose religion 
was to do good." With high eeteem. 
1 am yonra for liberty and justice. 

B. 0. FENTON. 



The murder of Francisco Ferrer 
surprised n great many people. It 

did not suriirise us. Religious renc- 
fightiug 



ith . 



ical mcigy; and v „ 

smile eontem|>tnously at Ihe milk-and- 
water " unbelievers " who babble 
about the flght for freedom being over 
(whieh it is ns far as they 



riie 



of thi 



' of II 



children cried for bread. And Thou 
art (iodf Hadst Thou been mother, 
Ihe cry id' ehildien had touched Thy 
licart. Mary's tears as she watehed 
I he deaili agony of the cross, Were 
kindlier lhan Thy silence in the skiea. 
Help us to forgive Thee. If Thou 
woiildst have Thy name revered on 
earth, make kind and giaci<ius those 
who embroider it on their garments 
and banish it from their hearts. 

If religion ia to endure among men, 
eaat out from it the devib of hatnd 
and clothe it with the comeliness of 
sanity and love. If Thy temples are 

to r am, open ihem to I he light and 

make them hospitable U, every honest 
thought. Since Thou art silent, may 
men speak modeatly when they qiaak 
uf Theet Since Thou art hidden, 
may men not claim they seef 

he illimitable mysteri.^ 



lid .1 



seeking c 



who. 



espei 



iaily the farming class- the peasants. 
It is getting to be a scientific fact 
that five acres of land is amply sufSc- 
ient to support a family. Now sup- 
posing everj- reader of this should put 
in this year about five acres of land 
pro and con. I think many of our 
financial problems would be solved, 
especially the strike question, — who 
knows? Then there are our political 
lies. The lie of government could be 
solved by adopting the plan of propor- 
tional repraaentation; let every elec- 
toral pnidnet eall a eanana and eleet 
a commission — a committee of say 
on the Proportional Represental 
plat 



AN OPEN LETTER. 

Chardou, O., Ucc. 25, "O'J. 
" U. Dhammaloka, Dear 8ir:— 
"it may appear rather presumptu- 
ous for so humble an iudividual as 
myself tu write tu uue uf the Wise 
Men of the East, but having seen 
uubie expreaaiona in three uf the Lib- 
eral sheets of America from your 
|ieu concerning Ihomas I'aiiie, 1 feel 

l>eop:e award hiui more juoiicu lhan 
millions who live in the nations which 
he labored to free from the infamous 
ausputism of kinga and tim villain- 
ous hypocrisy of priests. It is ap- 
i>aieui thai if .Ui. I'aiue had done 



well said, that "Truth ca 
ccuilirincd enough, thouirh doubt did 
ever sleep. " There is no end of com- 
bat, no rest and be thankful to th(j 
soldiers of human liberation in this 

Auienea— the grand home of the no-| 
ble bird of freedom, etc., eto.— the 
Catholic Church ia •"'king great 

headway, and the liberty of the press 
is daily meeting a fresh menace. Dr.' 
E. B. Foote, of Niw '^oik, writes us 
ahiiost despondently. He doubts if 
the cause of Freethought is "holding 

with the belter orguuizatiou of the 
oi>positioii. ■ ' ILv says that "Catho- 
lic infiueuces are working through 
^Kilitica in public places, influeneing 
legislation and the action of olBeiala." 
ihe Comstock mail law, which makes 
ol si'.\ ((uestions or llu question of 
the I iiiled Stalls, becomes broader 
and more suuugenl A-iih the next 
year; and the very mildest discussion 
of sex questions of theg|}aeation of 
population will be penalittd and aup- 
preseed. "So, after thettrst of Jan- 



ot liiul, pondering cauuol 
Know- who question the eternal si- 
lence 111 vain, who say at last Thou 
art not— turn not Thou from them I 
Aiuy honest doubt find favor in Thy 
sight; reason unfiearing walk the 
earth; character be counted aa aalva- 
iion'a very aelf; the noble purpoae 
and unselfish aim ba dear to Ihoa; 
virtue uubluahing awat Xfcy amnk- 
log gaze, and kiva, the kagr """"Hnf 
ail the galea of joy—if Thou an 
Uud. 



nd I 



L calui 



lion uud viluperatiou, would have 
hotu his lot. 'ihe American i'ree- 
tuiukurs realize that his works are 
loiluwing his name, aud that bulh 
are reverberatiug around the world, 
llu works are his monumeut, grander 

#ud greater than marble can luspire; 

i lollier than any emulation, viiidica- 



liekel 



eidiire 



torm plans of pn 
Sie to tilings generally. A very sim- 
ple operation, but I believe it would 
do away with the lie of Ihe majority 
(fo(ds and rogues). 0, yes, there are 
other lies except the lie of religion, 
that are just as bad. We should flght 
Ihe lies of inaiikiud; it is good for 
the soul and keeps us in good, healthy 
action. Yours fraternally.— PROF. 
ULYSSES TAMKEH, of Kature's 
Univeraity. 



Ton Are a Blada UhMrfkv. 

HOWARD, KANS., Dee. aO«-^aa. 

E. Hughes, Editor Blade: Dear 
Hughes: I was both surprised and de- 
lightid to recMve a copy of The 
Blade; suii.rised that it stili survives 
after Charlesworth, in his circular 
letter, said that it was dead for all 
time, and asking Blade suboeribers to 
fill out blank agreement to accept the 
" Raiiiuuilist ", a new publication to 
be lain.cheil some lime in the near 
fill lire, which I. and no doubt many 
others ilid, as my subscription to the 
Blade is i.ai.l for uindher year and 
receipted for by Mr. Charlesworth. I 
supi)ose that if the lllade had "gone 
glimmering," I would accept The 
Rationalist in lieu of refunding my 
money, but my heart waa heavy at 
the loss, or rather the demise of The 
Blade. But lo! and behold, fodav it 
came in its old familiar form, and niv 
bean rejoiced as if a long-lost fricml 
had appeared. I love the old form 
80 much better than the new. The 
new Blade was dry and uninteresting, 
and I do hope for the successful con- 
tinuation of the Blade with ever-in- 
creasin^r iiitcresi. And now, Mr. 
Ilu^lirs, will you please explain 
wlieiher I am a subscriber of The 
Bla.le or the " Rationalist T" It 
seems to me I was tricked into the 
transferring of my interest in the 
Blade to the Rationalist. I most 
anxiously await your opinion in the 
ease. I shouted for joy when I saw 
the old familiar face in the corner of 
The Blade.-MRS. IDA COOX. 

Send Them In. 
NAT'L MILITARY HOME, OHIO. 
Dee. 20.— Jas. E. Hughes: Dear Sir: 
I am aorry to aee any diaaatiafaetiou 

in the publication of The Blade. I am 

disap|)<iinte<l als( in iiof seeing any 



besLu 



h 



la ble 1, 



Ue pre-eminently stauds before tUe 
World as the must profouud pohticai 
writer uf all nations. Hiti monarchical 
senlimeuu have grated upon the seu- 
sibihlies of kings— the hyeu'is ol 
monarchy. 

lu Uis "iiighis of Man " and iu his 
"Dissertation uul'irsl Principles of 
tioverumeut," may be found some of 
the most exemplary principles of 
government, eoupied wiiii those lofty 
and trenchant appeals of human lib- 
erty^ some of which were penned un- 
der the most perilous situations that 
the world hai> ever wi'.uessed. Me 
has been justly termed "The man of 
three iialions,'disowned by all." 

\iiiceiil I'arke dc Co., Aew York 
Ciiy, have brought out his writings in 
ten volumes this season. They are 
styled "the independence Edition," 
and sell for ifM.M. 1 tiusl you will 



t leu 



olher 



I be s 



. Fa 



to Iniii;) 

this nation needs you here, fur every 
peniteutiary is crammed to its ut- 
muat capacity with Chriatian orimi- 
nahi, and every poor-huuse is filled 
with the unfortunate. When Air. 
Uandhi was here (at the time of the 
World's FairJ i wrote lum and re- 
ceived a prompt and eoiirleous reply. 
A friend of mine went and saw him 
and obtained hik photo. Can you give 
his address I 

in Couway's book, "My Pilgrimage 
to the Wise Men of the East ' a hue 
picture uf Mr. Uuiidhi is given. As 
It has been t o years since the book 
was loaned me by Judge Melealle, 1 
do not remen.ljer whether there is a 
pieuue ol 11 or not. 

Have yuu met Dr. Peebles! Ue has 
been live timea around tha Globe. I 
have heard him Isetura, talked with 
and received letters from him. He 



lette 



.Ml. 



restaurant in London. Mr. Uaudhi 
presented me with a copy of "The 
Unknown Life of Jesus Chriat." Dr. 
Peebles says "it is a fraud gotten up 



Wh 



e,l, t 



i.f 1 



IS he during^ I ho.se 18 missing yeai 
the tomb. There must have bee 



riplio 



yiui intend lo pay no 
"w.ilings in Ihe future, you may si 
sending me The Blade, and 1 will c 
respond with a paper that will 



Un January 21Hh 1 shall be iu 
'Icieve'uid by invitation of I. C. Jaf- 



doni ol publiculioi! than we can." 

ual a Itssou for thuse ■who exchange 
the divine right of majaotiea for the 
divine right of kings I— London Free- 



THE DOXTBTEB'S PBATEB. 

(By John Kmer ii Midi o berts.) 

U, Ihoii iiilinile, iiaisible, nameless 

mg call Ihue God. II ihou art, why 
may nut men kuuw Ihee as Thou artf 
it Thou art not, why should the 
thought of Thee embiUar and parrot 

the hearts of menf 

Thy worshippers are guessers, and 



like childri 



the Oiviiie 
••11 at play, 
•uiug happint 



id joy to 



In Thy name they have built 
dungeuus — ^piled fagots and devised 
tortures from which life fied to the 
cool embrace of death, the last aud 
only friend. They have called Thee 
maker of Paradise an 1 Hell— Thuu 
the Infinite, and have .said the glory 
of 'Thy throne shone more refulgent, 
Ihe music of celestial joy waa sweeten- 
ed by the cry of anguish and the 
sobs of pain whieh.roso and reached 
the beartleaa happiness of the blest. 
In Thy name men have trampled inio 
the mire the sweel earlh with blood 

nerve ol pan, -vi,rialed eveo^illy 
human right — cursed the world with 
every crime, and in Thy name. Lia- 
tening for Thy unapeaking voiee, man 
have been heedlms of the cry of 



.rid ; 



rending the i 
the 



vela- 



1 bliiii 



and enemies of kliowU.lge. Follow 
iiig Thife, they have gone astray — 
serving Thee they have burdened their 
t': llowman. Dwellers in huts have 
?rlaid 



lid. Weai 



irpli 



THE HOLT ULIO OLOB. 
(By Joaeph Bognn.) 
1. Johnaon, the Mmmm. 

With hair that 'a light and alidn that 

hushes red, 
Ho shows the Daniah gore the aneient 

dead 

Have left, as artist's dope, to paint 

tlieir heirs 
With facial glows aud tonings that 

Besides, tliey gave their uames to 

kith and kin, 
&>u ouiuiiig men may know why hair 

and akin 

Are light or dark, or foreign to the 

tints 

hut other breeding round its prod- 



1 lie name of Johnson spellb a Danish 
source 

For the chap who ruled our councihe 

with brute foroe: 
As bouucer for "ye old and noble 

lodge" 

'This brawny lad no form of work 

would dodge. 
'[ he sacred bones by whiah the aMB^ 

They 'd air their likes behind the 

council door, 
Were valued junk the chairman duly 



long gone, 

fheir polisu'd facings at our meet- 
ings shone 

To keep alive the memoriee of the 
past. 

And that our order treasure trove 
amass 'd. 

Dick's martial eye would flash a 

fierce dissent 
if some deluded lad on mischief bant 
Would try, by skit or joka^ or 

"thoughtleaa" deed 
To prove that boiled bonea im did 



Furuess folk may oft have heard 



As standing by his curt outside y<mr 

He gave by use of lungs a value to 

his apuda. 
By bawling out a rival 'a brand of 

goods. 

Well! thin, with sueh a whoop h* 

drown 'd the groau 
That aimed to ditch the ordar'aohar- 
ished bones. 

But then, whate'er on Johnson's color 

we may write. 
The fact remains, he's strictly white. 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 



He who is not 
unworthy to rule othata. 



of h 



WimR TOURIST TICKETS 

SODTH and SOufHBAST 



ON SALE DAILY 



QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 

flOOD RETURNING UNTIL MAX tki. IfM 

ier M fit dieh f I, sJ ea> et iwlle 
1. a UMi r. * T. A. Ml I. Mrifelt. lii««M» lib 



THE 



WHATJ5 IT? 

(By Channing Severance.) 
The liiiiiinii will has always oeen 
ni^ardi'il by Cliristinns and certain 
iiiUividuuls iiM iitully lied to the Bible, 
us au independeut £occe in man that 
alw&jrt bad parfeat fnadom to aet, 
and volnntwy ahoiea was what daeid- 
ed action. 

There is im iiuire basis for such a 
claim I hull I here wciuM Ije to say 
llial a weallicr-vaiu' t'oiitrola the di- 
rectiou of the wind. What ia termed 
the human will is nothing but the 
foree of man 'a deairea; and any man 
who ia raah enough to assert that be 
creates and controls his desires, can 
be kn<)cke<l out in one round by rea- 
Hon and logic. The Chinese have 
a proverb that runs thusly: "Great 
men havw wills; others only feeble 
wishea." When this is inspected and 
analyzed, we find that all there is to 
it is this: Great men have stronger 
.lesires than some others^ whom we 
call and rate with the nobodiea. No 
man ever performed an act of any 
kind that was not preceded by desire, 
and all desir«'S— no exception— are in- 
voluntary comers. 

Desires are the controlling factors 
in man'a livaa, »nd tbo atrwicth of 
tham daeidaa tha fore* ni man'a a^ 
ions. With weak desires, no man will 
ever do great things or try to; but if 



Ills des 



igl. I 



;11 to 



I pers 



ho will g, 
'em; and then some one will say, 
' • What a will power ! ' ' There is no 
"will power" about it. If a man's 
desires are strong enough to drive 
him, he will be driven by them; it 
they uiv iiol, ho will depend more on 
eirciim=taiici-s to graliLy them than 
uu p«r.suuai exertion. Lazy men have 
weak desires, and they drift through 
Ufa instead of mf '""g hard and per- 
sistent efforts to accomplish aume- 
ihiug; wmle active, vigorous men have 
strong desires and work with vim and 
vigor to gratify them. A certain 
bnuk-layer had a desire after bo had 
toUowea that business tor years, to 
be a iMethudist preacher, and that 
tleiiire v/as so strong it drove him into 
thb puipit. Had desire of another 
kmd, uke that of ttnding tha North 
I'ole, or being the 
ul the world, got bold of hun, bis 
couise ill Ule would have been ditler- 
lul desiru and not one ut the others.' 
Ul desire and not one ol the others / 
lie don 't know, — you dou't kuow, uoi 
do L Deairea eoma, eziat and axen 
their influaiMa, and wa know no mora 
about them; and in these involuntary 
visitors is found the source and the 

i am a philusuphiual iiitalisl, and 1 
defy any man that walks the earth 
to show that we are anything but 
puppets in the power of universal 
forces. Every man ie what he is 
from necessity, and we are all play- 
ing the parts that circumstances in 
lite have decreed we should play, 
whether the same be good or bad 
from the world's moral standpoint. 
If we have weak desires, it is not our 
fault; if we have strong desires we 
deserve no credit for them, but the 
kind and character we do have wi 
determine our acLious, tor desire 
the main-epriug in every man's lif 
aud "will power" is nothing bi 
another name for it. We are r 
more free moral ageats or actors 
frm choice, than the fish in the sea 
,are there baeanaa thay pcalamd that 
'life to beinc on tba tend; and aa we 
"walk downward to tho tomb" we 
go as blind men, for we cannot see 
one inch into the future. 



THE PAST AND THB PRESENT. 

To Hipraaiata the peasant wa must 
now and then look into the past and 

make C4jmparisons. That the world 
is moving ahead with rapid strides is 
loo apparent fur denial, and we are 
living in an age that nothing in all 
history ever approaahad in discover- 
iea, invantiona and ganeral utiliiie^< 
that contribute to man's comfort and 
pleasure. Why an- we progressing 
so remarkably, ami why is the world 
so full of light and kno>vliMlge. of in- 
tellectual forces and the beiietleial re- 
sults of rational thinking? This 
query haa but one reply that tits it, 
and gives the true reason for the won 
derful activities of mind and muscle 
that everywhere confront us. Chris- 
tianity has lost the despotic power it 
once had, and it is no longer a cri 
to think freely with imprisonment 
death as a [HMialty; or !o have ideas 
not found in that comix.und of sup 
erstitiiui and nonsense eullc<l the Holy 
Bible. While the world was in bond- 
age to priesterafi and this book, it 
stood still, and pn.gress was as im- 
possible as the movement of a ship 
securely anchored or tied hy power- 
ful hawsers to some dock. 

For lone centuries Christianity and 
the Bible were the eurae of the world, 
and vet there are people ao atnpidly 
foolish as to bemoM the faet that 
paat powar hu dapwUd, u4 to wiab 



for its restoration. Such people are [ 

tantly prnfing ahmii w' 
be when these two evils legai 
dency and once more dominate the 
realms of Christendom; but ware I 
such a thing poaaible, nj graatar as- 1 
lamity could befall the raoe. We 
V what these two forces did when 



Ml bio, 



irncl 



siroycd, is aulllcient to 
both U) the end of time. 

There was no such thing as liberty 
of thought and action when Christian 
priests had their way, and he who 
thinks there would be if they had it 
again, knowa not the nature of priest- 
craft. All religions are naturally 
stationary, for they are tied to the 
and forever trying to keep 
the world looking backward instead 
of forward; and that man whoae 
mind ia aatialM with Jttbla iitam- 
are la ft lit aaMtUte tor thoaa aami- 
arbarians tnat wrote the book, 
it IS live ideas that move the 
urld, and Curistiuuity has always 
fougUt them for sell preservuliou. 

the printing press Urst ap- 
peared, lis prieathood aaw and pro- 
claimed the fact Uutt tba .art of 
printing must be destroyed or it 
would destroy them, and tlie general 
of Christiauiiy -iod it* power 
from that day to this, gives them 
some standing as prophets. 

Looking bask to tno..e days with 
.j» inqwifih"" tcying to insure uui- 
funSity of thought, and the ignor- 
and stupidity of mankind in 
ai, who tnat tuinks and reasons 
L revive lUe "guod old times;" 
ivouia select thai period as mure 
ueairaUie Uiau the presents £iu one 
out a religious fanatic or member* 
a UDerby-batiug prie^inood. One 
lUe Urst useful luveuiious lo save 
uumau labor was tUe wiua-miU, when 
LUe Uumau mind awoke irom lue 
iiagnaliou ol umiH Ages; and mis 
oy iiie piiesiuuod be- 



brow. Had mese enemies of tUougUi 
S4SUUU, ot linwriy and progress 
uaa taau way, mm preseui uviuza- 
would be 
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lUu a.ne puipus 

and geuiug lulo tuotiier, ul wnicu 
uo one kuowa auyining whatever. 

xlw paai wbaB uonsliamiy nour- 
ished witnout hindrance, waa a par- 
UiU of uurkuess aud gloom, and noUi- 
iiig hut lis luhiL'd heu uould oe woraa 
luau luis uui'ia was for years, 
or puigalory lor at least l,aUO. So 
when we feel like kicking over gen- 
eral conditions now, a comparison ot 
lue present with the past will reduce 
Uie violence of our etlorts. 

CiiANNiiNG SEVKttANCL. 



mat tney are botn produced by the 

relative position ul tuj earth wuU 

auU duiKueas eouiU nut he diviUeU, 
lor tney never were umt«d. Agaiu, 
lu speaking of the fall uf man, ii 
musL be borne in nund lliat the (ieu- 
esis cosmogony i* baaed upon mis- 
taken ideas ot tHa universe, ike 
shape and movamaata of tlie earth 
ana sun, and their mutual relations. 
And upon lue truth of the occurren- 
ces reported in Ueuesis rests tht. 
wUule Ghrisliau theory of "ftedemp- 
for if the "fall vi man" dio 



by the disobedience of Bm; and il 

Eve did not sin, there is no sin Coi 

mankind to inherit; aud cuusequent- 
uecusMly tor a redeemer to 
suiter the saerihcu impulud to Jesua 
aud entailed by the supposed fault 



XH£ OBSATIOM IiEOEND. 

(By J«ai M. Barry.) 

lu the book of (ienesia we ttnd two 
aecouuls ol creation, dili'eriug in 
ueany e\oi y del ail. tio much so, al 
least, that lUuy ueilher be lecouciled 
with each other, uor made to harmou- i 
ize with aeisiMa or rauon. Xlta lata 
Uean UtMilsy admittad Uiat "tha tat I 
uud second chapters of Uenesis con- 1 
uiu two narratives dilleriug from 
ach other lu aliuusl every particular 
if time, place aud older." 

The legend is like the "ii'all of 
dau," '-rhe Ualuga," and "The I 
ower of B»bti"/-«t Babykmian 
rigiu, all being obtained during the ! 
captivity. 

But here is what we wish to call 
he atleution of the reader to. Nu- 
ice that iu the hrst account, which 
ncludea the ilrat chapter aud to the 
third vara* of the aaeond chapter, the | 
1 "Qod" is used in the singular; 
her every lime. B it when we 



During ttaa a]q;>lorationa of tba; 

ancient cities of Assyria and Baby- 
lonia, a number of Clay tablets were 
discovered in l»7l), aud again in 1887, 
at T el-el-Amarna, in Egypt. Evi- 
dently, relics of an aucient library 
containing the oUicial corre8]X)udeucb 
between the king of Egypt and the 
otlicers and sovereigns of Assyria, 
ilabylonia and other Asiatic coun- 
tries. A tablet was also discovered 
among the ruins of Lashisb, in iSouth- 
ern Palestine. They disclose the 
originals of the above legends. 

We are waiting anxiously to hear 
some rousing good reports from the 
organized Freethinkers of the coun- 
try. Dec^tivaa ilaa whan no nan 
pursueth, but Agaoatiea are bold as 
lions. 



■OMB ooiTLT cannuv vswi. 

So great is the demand for pews 

whii'h is iuiinediately opu-isitf the 
White House, with but the bfautitul 
Lafayette Square intervening— that 
it is the euatom to place them at auc- 
tion whenever a pew owner dies or 
permanently leaves Washington, and 
a |>iw was ii'cfutly piiri-lia.sed in this 



the 



pric 



eon... to I he M-e.iiul acc ount, which 
eo.uinciices with 1 he lomlli verse of 
the second chapter, we liud the plural 
word "Lord <jod" is used iu every 
instance unto the end of the chapter. 

Where does the difference come 
in between the words "God" and 
"Lord Oody" Ur. Hardwicke, in his 
"Evolution of Man," says the first 
account was written under or during 
the Eloliislic period, and the second 
under what is called the Yavistic pe- 
riod. Tlu (iilTerence cousisling in the 
a|>pellutiou applied to deity, the first 
heiiiu Kl..hini, the second being Ta^ 
liii, i.n'oiii.(.iisly rendand"Lord6od" 
in the authorized version. 



a Wiisliiugti 
letter to the New York Tribune. 

New Y'ork prices for pews easily 
surpass the Wiishington record. A 
pew iu the Filth Avenue Presbyter- 
ian church has been sold for $5,000. 

the metropolis, 



1 Auvtr 



1 Tei 



without I 
object 



lhat 
v.u.l.' 



tor 



which is an essential of material ex- 
istence. "Void" ainply manna empty 
or vacant. So to tpaak of tha earth 

as being— i. e. exiating, occupying 

simce. and vet void— is a direct con- 
tru.liction. ' .Vgain. light and dark- 
ness could not hiive been created on 
the first or any other day, for every 



pie Kmauu-KI. Fifth Avenue an.l 
Forty-third street. For anii'ial rent 
age in this synagogue .fti.OOO has been 
paid. Average rentals are fijoui 
$2,000 to 15,000. The priee for a 
l)ew rented juat for the two holidays 
of the Passover and New Year, in 
spring and aulunin, reaches $600. 
Last year ^til') was paid for two 
seats. 

Old Trinity church has few pews 
to sell, and limits its price to $125, 
plus annual ground rent of about $35, 
but a pew offere.1 recently in the set 
tlciiuMit of ail estate brought ^'tiW. 

St. Bartli..l..niews Protestant Epis- 
copal church one received .$30,000 
for a pew, but this was hardly a le- 
gitimate market quotntion, being in 
the nature of a gift to h4lp tho ahnreh 
to meet a debt. 

At 8t. Patrick's Catholic Cathe- 
ilral $1,000 is the record pew rent. 
Two blocks above the cathedral, pews 
I in tba tanporary atruetura of St. 
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homao briug from 4>i,000 to 4^1,500. 

in Brooklyn tho beat Flymouih 
church powa rant tor |SIW aneh, ana 
there ava fourtaan of than. Othar 
pews ara aa ahaap aa 16. 



VAUABLB PAHTB LSTTBB. 

At a recent sale of I'hiladeiphia, 
ilie letters aud papers of Elhridge 
M\, a singer ot the Ueclaraliou of 
ilepeudeuce, a letter by Ihoma^ 
luc broiiight #31. Paine 's letter, 
dated at Paris, Prarial 10, ti year 
(.May 29, 1798;, as copied by Mr. Jus. 
H. l-.lliolt, is as follows: 

••Sir: i sent you the enclosed pa- 
per this morning by .Ur. Barlow, but 
as you were uoi at home he returned 
it to me. I aond.it again, but witn 
the injunction that you return it to- 
morrow morning at the farthest, as I 
iiileiid lo send it afterwards to Lar- 
cvelliere-Lepeaiix. Whether it was 
pnuienl in John Adams to make the 

Miait. r 1 leave lo your owu judgment, 
or wliether it was pruileut iu the Com- 
missi. .ners to hold conference with 
iiiianlhori/.cd pel sons iu which the 
DirecU.ry is iii.i.lieatea. I also leave 
to you to judge ot. flu- persons who 
employed themselves iu this business 
arc concealed under the eypera W. X. 
u. X., but thay ought to bo known in 
r lhat the sus|Mcion may not fall 
it her persons. 

"THOMAS PALSE." 



rted out to walk through the Holy 
ri.ls on foot. Reaching Paris he g.ivc 
the Journey and returned home. He 
.de the trip by rail and boat about 
Uiree years before his death. This boolt 
an account oT what ha saw and 
•xplodw numerous Chrlatiaa ngrtha. It 
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Blade WiU Still Come. 

.McCONNKLLSVlLLfc;, O., Dec. 23, 
— .las. K. Hughes, Lexington, Ky.: 
My Dear Sir: Vour paper came to me 
this week iu the ..M lorui, which I 
ways .lid like wh. n Hn.. -Moore I 
chiirge of it. I told you when 
time was up to stop the paper, u 
was not nUo to take it. I am 
years old, and eripplad up with 
rheumatiam. WUb I am aorry 
put with it, fur 1 h»Tt takan it ao 



TWO NOTED BOOKSi 



DR. J. WII^N. 
The IntemaUonal C ai igw s at n«e> 
thinkers was held In the City oT Boom. 
lUly. September II. 1M«. The antkof 
attended that CoagrMS sa the Amarlau 
•lelesate. It Is an aooouat of travel and 
personal experiences that haa received 
an universal pnconilum fiom press and 
people. In It i. liKi.ius ,i,>,-miis and tales 
of priestly tietion ar..- riiihleasly exposed 
while the general style Is without eon- 



Addraaa orders to 

BLua ORAM vumm. 



long, I will try and do all 1 can for. 
I. My time was up last May, and I 
soon as I can I will remit to you 
> amount I owe. Yours.— J. H 

WHITAKBB. 



I on the Blado muster 



i 



Now ia tha aseeptad tian to arise, 
hump youMlf and do ao— thing to 
keep tho Blado 'a haad np. 



The Blade ia making preparations 
for a strennoua eampaign and urges 
its friends to give all poasiUo encour- 
ai.'> inent in spreading the beneficent 
liirht «>f Freethought over the land. 
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A DMik TkM Mv XMa th* BH*n- 
•ntton of Sp»ln and tta* 



with bandaged eyea. He asked to 
dtand and receive death with open 
oyes. He wat> allowed to stand, but 

nnbandnied. He dnrod to face] 
nil millichinir. Rut ilia his pxpcu ] 
ncfs fear to have tlioir iitstrnmonls 
MirtMiiiilply 



>i>k him : 



the 



I their bullets thru 



his 



(By Xhaddeus burr Wakeman in the 
New York Truth iieker). 

"Render, tnereiore, unto Caesar 
the ttuugs wbicu are Caesar's; and 
uui« Uoa tue tiungs wlucb are 
uod ■." — Jdatl. xxii, 21. 

JNhaA great meu ara worth beeuuiKH 
knvwn by tbe great which they de- 
liver to Um world by their deatd. 
What their oonten^rariM are worth 
IS umabured and aiiowu by the way 
iliey receive and bontltt by neh mes- 
sages. 

Xba atroeiona way in which tb 
manyrdom at iranaiMo J^ener ii-^^ 
been maae a fact, tne aL-imponuii. 
uiesBuge which was ttic gioiy fl his 

lilo, tne ciiusc ul his uiartji-deuih, 
una 1x16 legacy by his last woiUs uiid 



instant death. 

From every civilized people there 
r.ise at once cries of horror ami iii- 
.1 i^rniition! Here is the tragedy ot 
rriiiui re-enacted in our era of science 
:iu.l humanity! What can be. whai 
can humanity do that it niay nevei 
happen again f Wh.it it i :\n and nni^t 
do is to stand toir.M lier so that, by i 
union of peoples and their nations. 
Spain and its church shall learn that 
the iMion and message of Ferrer is 
the condition that humanity now im- 
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ora, impose a soieuiii July upon i.ueiu 
wbwh iney cauuoi escape, iiis iii>ir- 
dar by tne powers ol aarkuess is a 
airect cuaUeuge tu the powers ui 
progress sua ugui wniau must bs ab- 
solutely iiupoBsioie in tbo Huturt, Ln- 
leas that is uoue^ auU done eiteciiveiy, 
the free-uiiuaea peopie ol civiuzaiiou 
indeed the wnoie luoUern wonu, wiii 
paas uown through lue a^es uiider aa 
uuleubie siiguia ot Uisgiacc— a ui^- 
graea wbieb touches eveiy uiuliigeiu 
paraon now living and wmuh can nev- 
er be effaced. 

What then was this liie-objecl oi: 
1-irier wuicu brouglU lo him death, 
and 10 u=, ihc hrsl auU uiaiu duty oi 
aief 11 was the iact that the hu- 
man children ot lUis earth are il* 
hairs ana possessors, and that ihe.r 
higbeat duty is to administer its au*l 
their adairs so as to secure the high- 
est Uberiy, wellare and progress ol 
••each and all" iu every succeeding 
geucraliuii. I'o this end, like the 
ideal Christ »! ol.i ^M^"- xxn.- '■ilJ 
he spent his lUe m UMc-liint; '■^^•'^^ 
lelllsh greed and puwer vL old Kuiiu 
Should be separated, aud receive no 
tribute from tbs only God, the ail 
that is. And this aq^aration ol the 
Komish church aiid "Spiritual I'ow- 
er" from the teiuporai siate musi 
begin by the cdueaUun ol al. ihe 
chiiarcu ol mankind oi lins wona 
into which they have beeu born, and 
ol tbs laws and principles ol social, 
moral and economic weil-beiug ol the 
state, republic or commumiy ol 
whi-^h tliey are bom as parts. Ihis 
secu.ar, scieuulu-, aumau, piacuea. 
education ol lUu r5panisli people, cuiu- 
muucllig wilh I lie Noiaij,', was l ei iel ^ 
anthusiBSUi, rengiou, and objeel, anu 
because it was, me poucis ol Uaib.- 
n«as taunted up, uiaue up, and boie 
••taise wiuiess agaiual aim aud siew 
him after tne mocteiy ol a iiiai— 
a tnal whicta that reported ol iiic 
ideal Chnst of oid puis to suame. 
Whal was Ih-: Uead and tiont oi 



ding ; 



his u 

r ischoois 

mere grew up out ot nis euons •"-n 
xnvarnaiionai Lieague £or tne jiaiiuua 
hklueatMn of Chudrsn," of wmc. 
j?errer was made president, and fiu 

lessor liaecKc. ul ueruiuuy and fio 



auiong t 



lhroi.oiog..,>, 
piesiueuta. We lead ol luese scu^oU 
of HIS .and ot Us repaOucau moOe. 
woaafling nuwty in niunbt.r, and oi 
school testivais attended by l.-^v 
chiuuen. Care was taken to avoid a.. 
iiiutu-r- oiieiisue Ul the goverumtU.. 

leuee "was ai.t/wed or lUougUt ol. 
What was laughi iu ways suitable 
to the advance of ihe papiis was im» 
eumculum or program of a-jbjeci» 
and illustrated studies. 

1. ihe Evolution ol Worlds. 

2. Ihe Story ol the Earth. 
J. Ihe Origin ol Life. 

4. Ihe Evolnlion ..t Living Things. 

5. The i- actors ol (.i-a..ir Lvoiu 
tion. 

a. The Origin and Uevelopm. ni ol 
Man. 

7. Tbougbt. 

8. The History of Civilization. 
«. lieligiiins. 

10. La\ss and Moials. 

11. Social tJrganizations. 

12. Economic Systems. 

18. Th« Evolution of Xeebnics and 

14. The Factors of Soeial Evolu- 

1;-). Man and the World. 

The above course of studies is 
quoted from Joseph McCabe's "Mar- 
tyrdom of Ferrer." 

The llrst word of this program, 
"Evolution," meant anathema and 
dtath to the teacher as soon as the 
Honiisli church in Spain could get 
him in its power. This was done by 
charging him with participation in 
the uprisinp of the people in Barcel- 
ona; first in llliMi. when 
acquitted, and \'->^*'K when a eon. 
martial under church domination r- 
fused to hear his defense and order 
ed his execution. The old In<iuisition 
used to say, "Without the sheddmt: 
rSoLd/' wbid. n-«t d-ath by fire^ 



mill state, and I lie sliilc iiiust do tin 
work that Ferrer bcjran, of making 
known to each rising generation tlie 
world of which it is realy a part, and 
the conditions of a happy lot, fati 
and duty in it. 
And how may this be di nef 
By the general uprising and voice 
i f the peii|)le everywlieii . and wht re 
llu.y have any i>ower ihroiigh tlieii 
rcpiesentntiv. governiiieiit, loo. 

Mr. Serc<mibe proposes that a gen- 
eral congress of free-minded people 
„f th> world be held in Spain— at 
llnrc'lona, if possible to teach and 
impve-s these lessons in a way to 
*lii,w that the results of blood iin.l 
viol.'iiee will not be the rep.ating olj 
ibeni. This may be well, if that con- 
gress can represent societies now, or 
be existing, so as to send delegates 
quantity that will add strength, 
ight. and reality to the voices of 
the peoples, the press, and the gov- 
■nuienls whence they coma. 
The first step is to consider how all 
lis interest and feeling can take 
practical shape. Tliat lirst matter 
come lip at tli. ne.\t dinner and 
meeting of the Sunrise Club of New 
York, where many of the wise, free, 
liberal, and just-feeling counsellors 
and friends of liberty and humanit;- 
anil jiislieo will be present. And nn- 
MiiMii- ihcM-, I'p'f. Lester F. 
Wai'l. iiri'siilciu ol ill' Sociological 
Soi-i. iy of AiiiPiii-a. It is rarely that 
he leaves his i.rofessor's chair to ad- 
vise with fellow citizens upon any 
iviiiciete social subjict or event. Hut 
there he is to be!— and there is 
strength, courage, and confidence in 
(hat fact alone. From that meeting 
niav not there result the first stage 
,f ihe mighty power of a pnblii opin- 
io, ii that shall make IVner, ih.iigh 
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HUMAN AFFECTION 
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, Ihe 



.ilso the regenerator of a real living 
secalar government and education 
evary land and people of our earth! 
It can be done!— but done only by 

ihe establishnieut and extension m 
every land of the Mod rii Secular 
■■scientihc Schools of which Frant 
I'errer was ilie father in Spain. 

The very first nead and right ol 
c'very child that is bom into this 
World r ally is to be taught and 
learn whal' the world ready is ai 
what the means and e .nditioii ol 
useful, liappy and sueeesslul lile in 
a ami lor ii may be. Ihe first dut.>, 

lierel'i re. of every ge.niration is t« 
-ee and know that this indispensab. 
.;iu>wledge is actualy imparled. Whs 

liat know,e.l-e rea'ly is, is shoWU b. 
.li, pi. ;;rani and e.iirie ilum of Fer- 
rer's ■■Modern Schools" above quj.- 
ed. What the Komish powere of dar.v 
.less think of it, is shwwii by the 
jullets throi gh his biuin. Xo, uoi li 

hem nor by any <.f their chuiche> ■ 
.;ind can such saving know.edg b 
.niparied. Thai can be done on.y b. 
a really secular and intelligent He 
pub'icaii state sustained by. a peop 
ih mselves secular and intelligent, 
nie church vote is a praetiaal the 

eraey with a veto or threat over a 
;Hdiliral and eiluealional affairs. I 



Ihe 



It is being dealt out iii I tah. .\- 
agaiii>t that power of darkness gen 
erally working in the dark, wha 
chance has a simple American citizen 
in th -ipenf Who has now the de 
cisi\e sway in American affairs, na 
lional and international T Who are 
beeoniing the tenclieru in our so- 
called public and "secular" -eliools 
wh.i the suceessfiil eandidatei. aii^! 
nominees for oflfic^' from Presiden' 
j„wn— our last two Presidcnta not ex 
eepted? How much longer moat this 
traimfornialion go on before the mur- 
der of a Ferrer in America will b' as 
"natural" and inevitable as the one 
the enliglileiied world 
over with such righteous indigna 
in Spain T 

Let our naturalization laws 
vid for the renunciation not onl; 
all allegiance to every prince, p. 
and potentate on earth, but a Is. 
every so-called pope, priest ' 



rrligious power t 



faith 



ither matter 
irarv In the laws of our country, 
the well-being of its people, as they 
may bwrMftw dMlan. 



and progress all along the line. 1 
would ba a Qod if I oonU, att^ impar- 
adise the whole world within my 

arms. 

1 want to see all of earth's unfor- 
tuuates, (specially those made so by 
tyranny and heredity have another 
chance. 1 want tbem to be repaid for 
Ihe I'egradation and aliliction impirsed 
upou them lor the beneht of others. 

1 want to se the crippled, the 
crooked and deformed stand straight 
and be beautified. 

Some time ago, as I was passing 
along a stnet 1 meet a little old 
biiiiih ol a woman, hobbling upon Iwo 
slicks. Her head was almost en a 
level with her hips. 1 never btlore 
witnessed a humau being walk with 
head so low. Uer legs were crooked 

lar under her, they seemed tu prop 
up her breast. As she walktSi, ot 
ather sided aud hobbkd along, her 
'ace to the pavemeut, she presented a 
>irange and curujus sight. 

1 turned and followed her some dis- 
tance, having a curiosity lu .speak to 
uer aud to see her lace. When 1 
>poke, it was with graat diUicuUy ihat 
sue tumod bar faao, half way to one 
side (tlM could not looit up and for- 
waru; to See wbo was speaking to 
uer. i shall uevtr forget tue expres- 
,.-ioU ou lual lace — ihe piuched weaz- 
eneu looK, lilt ugoiiy, the vacant gaze, 
• u. years ot ymu wriiieii there. 

1 asKeu her if she had suliered au 
..cciuem, ut what might have beeu 
kiie eause of her atUiciiouf 

.jUc said she didn t know, that sLe 
„u Uc.n Uiat way since a child. 1 
. .i.u.s^.u a iitlie wim her, asked her 
L cue s^Ueied puiu, aud it she ooulu 
.vuu. atae said she suffered all iiu 
.^e, and reading was the only jo\ 
ae had on earth. 1 was thankful for 
..at. 

A.^ she hobbled on, 1 looked at her 
..u said, "i hope that woman, that 
.■..ree iuiu.an thing, will b. given an- 

iar ate, lo repay her for the mis- 
■ les ol I his, which are li > fault of hei 
wn. 1 h. pe sue will live again to 
,.and straight like others. 

For the pain aud humiliation of 
his iif., for her endless disappoint- 

cnts, for her sad, seciel, hopeless 

ii^in-s. I hope she will live again, 
eihl-we.l with -uperior gifts of 
, ,i\ and biaiii; llml she will have a 
..ee lik a I'hrye, lit wlili eyes thai 

lave glorious tresses lo -weep lei 
heeks like gold-hiied cl > id ilnkesoii a 
r sy morn; great billowing breasts to 
.ingle with sw;et passion and chaste 
yearnings of motherhood; limbs, dim- 



lolher of our dear ones go from us. "Krom Ihe death of the „\d, Ihe new 



thus af- 

aiid leei n.y sympathy, and that 1 
hope, if lor no <.lher reason, Ihat 
there will be another life, just for 
their sakes; that the bfnt backs may 
be straightened, that their heads be 
lifted high toward "the upward look- 
ing and the light. " 

An immoriaiily, a new lile of hap- 
piness, us long ul Uusl U.S the preseul 
average life, cannot be too good for 
such, or for all who sorrow, suffer and 



When I think of the suffering in 
the world, of the ravug s ol war and 
famine, of the peiseeullou ol Xhr 
weak, the cruetty u. women and ciiil- 
dren, the disease aud dtgeneratiun iu- 
ilicted upon the innocent through ig- 
n.irauce, the curae of superstition, its 
I inquisitions and slaughters, the ac- 
quisition of teiTilory through death 
and compusl, the geuerul selhshness 
aud crui ily ol man, lue corruption ol 
virtue, the tyranny ol goverumeuts, 
the grinding ptiwer ol plulocracy, the 
miluona who through various adverse 
are uaugut but di-iltwood oii 
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pled aud 



is.dil. 



. bei 



full 



ved 
iiiig with 



I hope tlia 
i.oked f.ir 



imor, euianciated, 
11 be straight and 
rounded out; thrilled wilh jiotent pas- 
-ion and palpiluling d.siie; inspired 
by ambition and glorilieii hy ennob- 
ling thought. 

I know not whence >lie earae nor 
u hit her she Weill, and have never 
seen her since; bul I trust the few 
kind words of s.vnipatby I gave I.er 
will linger in her memory, and lead 
her to feel that she ig m.t altogellier 
lepiijsiv , not altogether an objeel to 
he -a/.ed at; not .iiloun.,|,er^ o^nt^^ of 

pit y SI ill 'inks her to li.iinan tender- 
ness, while hope, over wem s a rain- 
bnw fringe of Iransformalion ovr 
her shriveled form and misty brain.^ 
There may be aome wbo read this, 



to see a rectifieaUou of all this cata- 
clysm of crime and suffering and woe, 
uuder circumstances which this iile 
does not afford. 

Iu these remarks, my affections 
have spokeu, not my reason. Were 1 
lo speak, now, from tue standpoint ol 
reusdi, tuud 1 wil discuss tius sub- 
ject from Ibis siuiidpoint in some near 
issue) 1 would sp.ak in almost dueia 
opposition to these sluiemeuts. ! 

The World ihoiij^h is dueeled by 
these two e.viremes- Ueusuu and 
Love. Ihe primary goverument ol 
man is founded upou the affectiunt 
and wisely so. The affections are the 
children of ignorance and instinct. As 
ihe hon/.oii of our e.\|jcrieiice expands 
and models muliiply, we enter into 
a Chill alii.o>]iii re and Inve aud ad- 

Keasou disintegrates. Love unifies, 
lieasou exalts. Love tempore affec- 
tion. Though Heasou is the high>.8i 
power, yet it is not all powerful nor 
all essential. Beaaon may cure illu- 
sions, but not suffering. It haa many 
eyes tu see evils, but how often it is 
ii.lpless to prevent ibem. 

.Men are deslined lo reason wrongly 
as well as riglilly — like the clergy — 
lo reason backw.ird instead .-l lor- 
Murd, to take idejiH frim the ym\, 
instead of the pres^ii . J'hoy were 
named Ihat v,ay ind e.i.im.i ' elii it. 
Il,e> liaxe a l-'i.ler, ■.■iirUvn rciiurd 
l,,r ;iiiei. iil .;i]..>l>. whleh ii.ivor Sp- 
l„sir lo ihem, mid lliey spout about 
"r usoniiig logeilier" more than any- 
body. They cannot alweys help it. 

Some are destined not to reason at 
all, and some are destined to perae- 

SiM'h a ei iiipl \ state of affairs ex- 
isting. >eemiii-ly neii-saiily, more 
and more 1 perceive that Reason 
slioiild never leave Affection behind, 
bul hand iu hand should go disp iis- 
ing light and joy along their shining 
march. 

We cannot get sway from suffering. 
The world is full of bruised and 

I'liislied hearts and desidate spirits; 

aii> of -'.rrow creep vein-like lliro' 



and jiass out into the darkness, and 
with our feel stiiiiililiiig among their 
graves the golden summer sunshine 
s ems only to bleach white our hair, 
and not to be Nature's loving bap- 
tism for the jnst and unjust. 

And pain knits itself to pain, and 
complaint .joins itself lo complaint, 
till a lliiinkless, if imi reproach I'll I, 
undertone runs lliror-h all the world; 
and to millions life becomes a heavy 
burden, an echo among ruina. Mor» 
and mora I pareeiTo the neeeiaity of 
oherishing the affections. 

.Moiifi lifi "s slip|)ery pathway and its 
frost ; 

There is no more need for Love to 

wrap us warm 
From winter winds when summer 

flowers are lost. 

There is mere need of Liberals enl- 
livating the soeia'i' iiisliiict, of being 
atTectionate among Ihemse'ves; for 
I hey, too, ill addition to suffering all 
Ihe ]>aiiis and altlictions of others, 
must suffer ostracism and more or leas 
contempt and martyrdom for thair 
principles. 

The Liberal is essentially affection- 
ate ill his relatiuiis to mankind, but, 
I am sorry to say. has not that 
warmth of affection for his own class 
that 'he should have. This may be due 
partly, from laek of contact through 
organization. 

Toward others, lln- Liberal is the 
most atTeclioiiiile of men. He exliib 



.\iid Ihe life of truth from the rot of 



In Hm' 



li'lli- 



eiialler th.ir gibberish about 

wrathful god presiding over a self- 
-h heaven, and an endless hell of tor- 
K'lii, an immaculate fonoeption. a 
blood atonement, and foolish mira- 
cles, all of which nr- emploved to 
mental enslavement of the m.qsses. 

Tltere can he no reimdy for this 
'■i-ime bill the exercis ■ „f Reason. 
leiii|.ered with Affeclio.i. Men can 
only he led— gently, affeelionately. 

rVrfeet Reason avoids extremes, 
in order not to frighten childhood and 
stupefy the reasoning powers. The re- 
~'<li is, it leads us to ba wiaa with 
discretion. "Reason," aaya Confu- 
eins, "slMiiild teach ns to think wfaa-' 
ly. to speak prudently and to bahava 
worthily." 

I. el lis employ Reason, then, tha 
highest jittribiite to our beings, with 
Affect ion, the tenderest. 

With Affection let us ever atand 
amid the errors, the vices, the wronga, 
the Borrows of humanity; with Reaaon 
let us walk among the stars. 



allee 



, he'pi, 



olhe: 



1 beci 



iut llectually free. The Liberal is 
peaceable. He opposes war. He doe.i 
not coerce. He gains converts by com- 
pelling n ,ne. lie docs not resort to 
111: strategems of opposing brutal 
f<iree. He does not seek lo shed Ir.i- 



• Ihe laugh 



id)er.s where the soft 
II not tread, are all 
Among the fiowers 

pi'liial b'oom; the 
il uilh tirave mounds 



tie ^'ord can do any good. One after 



II bl<Mid. 



He 



have health and happiness in this 
world. He does not sigh for th. bow- 
ers of paradise and trample Ihe llow- 
ers of this life under his feet. 

I would that the affection Liberals 
bestow upon mankind, they would 
iqunlly bestow upon each other. 

Reason will m ver be popular, and 
neilher will .Mlieism. its child. Pas- 

ioiiH, may be |H,pu!ar, because they 
b hiiig to the ignorant iniiiiy; but 
Reason ever remains tliJ property of 
'he select few. 

Said BeacnnsHeld: "No affeofions 
and a great biaiii — these arj Ihe men 
to eommand the world." 

I would be proud to nimimand men; 
but let my brain be not so great, aud 
my alToctjons large. 

Like Oeorge FAWdl, I bellev.' that 
"affection is the broadest basis of a 
good life. "It is aifeatioa whleh leails 
me to devote a large part of my time 
in assisting my fillow man out of the 
slough of ignorance into which sii- 
perslilion has iiliiiiged him; auiiy 
fr.im Ihe wrath of a brutal god. and 
the fears of a hell, born of the evil 
natures of mean and deaigning the- 



THs nrQvxflxnoir OLomt thah 

ISABELLA. 



in the world,— enough to know that 
il has cursed mankind, down through 
the ages, from savagery to eiviliia- 

lioii, and is cursing mankind still; 
hill il may be best to keep hisl4)rv 

straight, in onr re. nliiig of Ih^ re- 

lii.Hons abomimilions id' the past. 
Thus fsnbella :in.l IVrdiiiamI of 



■allv 



ed 11 



Ihe 



To lift the ignorant to a higher 

plane. Riason must always be lem- 

pereil ll> .MTeeli. 11. TlieV should Work 

together. 

The proper work of man, Ihe grand 
drift of human life, is to follow Hea- 
son; to walk ever mora to higher 
patha by brightening Reaaon lamp. 
Tha drift pf tnUiliiianep ia tUmy* to- 
wanl " " 
ligiM 



anilioi-; . f the liMiniMlion in Siiain. 
The careers of these infamous, fanat- 
ical Christian nil is was bad enough, 
but they did not introduce the In- 
<|ui.sition. — they merely gave it their 
jHiwerfuI sanction, and eslabli.shed it 
at the lin e i.f Ih onion i,f .\rra<ron 
and ('Msli'i in 1 ISO. .H Seville. 

:"id iiiol. r Ihe aiillmnty ,if Sixliis V. 

Dominie. ll„. founder of the Do- 
minican Order, " a man of moat 
blood-thirsty disposition, and one of 
Ihi ae fanatical enthusiasts whose eon- 
Mienc.'s .iiisljfy anv means for the at- 

rounder oC the Spanish Im|iiigjliiiii. 
lie was bom in 1170. and organised 
Ihe gyaleiii of lortiire early in the 
thirteenth eenlury, about 1210<18. 

I simply want to make this eorree- 
llon of a statement Included in Ihc 
splendid article of Handd Maiinin!,'. 
published in the Blade of Die. piii,. 
wherein he says: "Tns|ii!cd by re- 
ligion, Isal. 11a I'siiiblished Ihe ' Tn- 
orisili. n. and Ihe scream of the tor- 
tured victims were heard for the first 
time in the l.iwiis and cities of 
Spain." 



Mama's Business, 



l.illle Minna was sayiii- her prav- 
ers. When she had tinished her usu- 
al petitions, her mother said: 

''Yon have forgoltm, dear. 'Make 
Minna a gcMid girl,' you know." 

"Oh, mother," she answered, rn 
proaehfiilly, "don't let's hothpi- r;o,| 
about that; that's your business." 



